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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

 

JOINT STATEMENT ON PALM-OIL IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 3RD 

MALAYSIA-INDONESIA JOINT TRADE AND INVESTMENT COMMITTEE (JTIC) 

MEETING, 13 JULY 2017, KUCHING, SARAWAK 
 

Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed, Minister of International Trade and Industry, 
Malaysia and Enggartiasto Lukita, Minister of Trade, Indonesia met in Kuching, 
Sarawak, Malaysia on 13 July 2017 in conjuction with the 3rd Malaysia – 
Indonesia Joint Trade and Investment Committee meeting. One of the issues 
discussed was the European Union (EU) Resolution on Palm Oil and 
Deforestation of the Rainforest.   
  
Both Malaysia and Indonesia expressed deep disappointment on the unfair 
treatment by the EU on Palm Oil in favour of other vegetable oils and commodities 
which also contribute significantly to deforestation. This EU resolution as well as 
the unfair labelling practices by the private sector in the EU will adversely affect 
not only exports of palm oil from Malaysia and Indonesia to the EU market but also 
the livelihood of millions of small holders. 
  
Malaysia and Indonesia will be working together to enhance cooperation under the 
ambit of the Council of Palm Oil Producing Countries (CPOPC). Malaysia and 
Indonesia are expected to meet at the end of July 2017 to discuss and coordinate 
issues related to palm oil including a joint CPOPC mission to Europe to engage 
with relevant parties and stakeholders. 
  
Further, Malaysia and Indonesia will consider taking this issue to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), if the Resolution becomes an EU Directive and 
discriminatory in nature. 
 
-END-   
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About MITI: 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry was established in April 1956 then was renamed as The Ministry of Trade and 
Industry in February 1972. On 27 October 1990, the Ministry was separated into two Ministries which are; Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry (MITI) and Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs (KPDN).  

MITI is the key driver in making Malaysia the preferred destination for quality investments and enhancing the nation's 
rising status as a globally competitive trading nation. Its objectives and roles are oriented towards ensuring Malaysia’s 

rapid economic development and help achieve the country's stated goal of becoming a developed nation by 2020. 
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